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Whatever difference of opinion there may be
on matters of detail, I know every member of
this House shares with me the desi re to see
the ends of justice served in as Complete a
manner as possible, with every possible avan-
tage to a man to prove his innocence, and
with no means, whereby because of this, a
guilty man can go free.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J Forrest) moved,
"That the Bill be referred to the Select
Committee consisting of the Attorney-
General, Mr. James, Mr. flake, Mr. Lotion
and Mr. Randell.

The motion was agreed to.

CONSTRUCTION OF MOUNT-STREET,
PARK ROAD.

Mn. WOOD said he desired to withdraw
the motion standing in his name having refer-
ence to. this question, the debate upon which
had been ad journed; ;and, by leave of the Hlouse,
the motion was withdrawn.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House at 10 o'clock adjourned until
4.80 p.m., on Tuesday, the 23rd met.

Nt0i51atib± Qtounzd,

Thesdag, 23rd July, 1895.
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THE PRESIDENT (Hon.Sir G. Shenton) took
the chair at 4,30 o'clock p.m.

NEW MEMBER.

THE HOeN. A. B. KIDSON, having subscribed
the Oaths required by law, took his seat.

MARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

On the motion of the HONa. S. H. PARKER,
this Bill was introduced and read a, first time.

PERTH MINT BILL.

SECOND READING.
THu MINISTER FOR M1INES (Ron. E. H.

Wittenoom) :In rising to move the second
reading of this Bill, I desire to point out that
its object is to establish in this colony a branch
of the Royal Mint. I feel Certain that hon.
gentlemen hate read the remarks of the Pre-
mier in another place, in which ie referred in
great detail to the advantages of having such
an institution in the colony. I may, however,
refer to a few matters, if only to refresh the
winds of non. members. The establishment
of branches of the Royal Mint has been found
to be most advantageous in two of the other
Colonies, and I do not think we shall go far
wrong if we follow them. 'The advantages
which have accrued have been very great, and
on the whole, the establishment of the Mint.
has proved of much service to the people. It
is not contended for one moment that when
wre establish a similar institution here it will
be a paying concern, and I do not suppose that
any colony ever expected an institution of the
kind to pay-at any rate, directly. Still, in
New South Wales, where a Mint has been
established for a large number of years, the
total expenditure is found to be about equal
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to the revenue, and beyond this Of course, the
indirect advantages are many. In Victoria,
where a. palatial building has been erected and
expensive machinery put up, there has been
found to ho a small loss of £200, taking the
expenditure with the revenue; bat here again
there have been very many indirect advan-
tages. We cannot, as I have said, expect our
Mint to pay, at any rate at the outset,
although we shall reap many indirect advan-
tages, some of which I may, perhaps, refer to
in detail. In the first place, a Mint will make
a certain amount of work in Proportion
to the population. Hon. members will
agnoc that every industry we can. estab-
lish must be a good thing for us,
if it be not done at the expense of the country.
Another consideration is, that we shouid
retain a large portion of the gold in the
colony. Instead of people sending away their
gold to be coined, we could coin it hero, and
probably, in many caes, persons who owned
gold, and who otherwise might go away to
have it coined, would be induced to remain
and spend it here. Then we would save the
exchange, which is a very large and serious
item, as well as. the freights and other charges
which would be cast about the colony, so that
all portions of the population would share in
the macant saved. Again, a. Msiat, I con-
aider, will be a first-class advertisement for
the colony, because it wilt show people out-
side that we not only have a few gold-
producing mines, but that our prospects for
the future are such that we have thorough
confidence in. We who are here know that soe
of the wines which have been taken to a depth
are showing splendid results, aind there is no
reason why there should not he many others
in a simiflar position. Thus in establishing a
Mint, we establish that confidence in others
which we possess ourselves. There isanother
indirect advantage accruing from the increase.
It will help to raise the price of shares, and
this: to the community wilt far exceed in the
shape of benefit any actual loss there may be
on the working of the Mint. Mon. members
will see by Clause 2 that a. sum, which is not
to exced £10,000 a year. is to be appropriated
for the purposes of the Mint. The institution
is to be worked by the Imperial Government,
but the suns we are called upon to provide is
not to exceed £10,000. In cases like this the
Imperial Government always take care to see
that the sum asked for is sufficient to pay the
expenscs, and, in our instance, they have

named £10,000; but we are in hopes that the
actual cost will be Dot more than *0,000 or
£97,000. In New South Wales the stipulated
amount was £215,000, and in Victoria it was
£920,000. The cost of starting this in-
stitution has been estikated at about
£215,000, and hon. gentlemen who have
taken the trouble to ascertain the cost of
similar buildings in the other colonies will
see that this amount is a very modest one
compared with the expenditure elsewhere.
We estimate the cost of the building at £800
and the machinery and other accessories at
from £5,000 to £27,000. -Seeing that the cost
of the building in Victoria 'was £100,000, the
interest on our undertaking-

THE Hoiq. S. H. PARKERn; Where is it pro-
posed to build it? £8,000 does not include
the value of the bind, does it?

Tan MINISTER FOR MINES (Ron. E. Ht.
Wittcnoon4: It will probably be built on
Government land. I do not think the Gov-
ernment anticipate having to purchase. I
may tell hon. members that the gold exported
up to the 30th June last was 603,l2Ooz., which,
valued at £3 10Os. per oz., gives £2,139,890. I
think that is a very creditable production,
especially considering that nearly £21,000,000
worth has been produced during the last
twelve months. This shows how we are pro-
gressing. The cost of the coinage of this at
2d. per ounce would tican to us £4,693. The
freight, insurance and exchange comes to
about another shilling per ounce, which
means £28,158. Nearly the whole of this
money would be saved, and a good part of it
would be spent in the colony. The adoption
of this Bill will not only show that we have
thorough confidence in the future, but will
provide what some bon. gentleman referred
to in the course of the debate in the Add ress-
ia-Reply, as a, more eff ective means than we h ave
at present of registering the quantity of gold
produced in the colony. Ono hon. gentleman
suggested a. tax, but I think the establish-
ment of a Mint would greatly take the pla~ce
of that, as no one would trouble to take gold
away while there was a Mint here; and this
is another advantage which will accrue from
the establishment of a Mint. Although there
flte only two Mints in Australia, I believe in
the United States there are six or eight such
institutions. That shows that the Americans
see the advantage of having these institu-
tions, and I feel quite certain hon. members
will hardly like to be behind them As regards
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the requisites for pushing the country ahead.I
T1he clauses of the 1Bi11 hardly need reference
to. Clause 2 states that there shall be p~y-
able to Her Majesty a stun not exceeding
£10l,000 to defray the expenses of the Mint.
Clauie 3 states that the money shall be paid
by the Treasurer, and shall be accounted
for to Her Majesty through the Lords
Commissioners. Claus 4 states that all fees
received by the Mint on account of work done
are to go to the consolidated revenue.
Although the expenditure is put down at
£10,000, any portion of that sunm not used
will be returned. I believe there will be some
little opposition to this Bill, and I am sorry to
hear it. I believe one of the arguments to be
brought forward is that we have no right to
tax the public to help the miners. It is said
that the Mint will only be a means of making
a market for the miner in which to sell his
gold. I do not consider that even this is a
disadvantage, but I do not think it can be
said to involve the whole of the people in a
tax to help the miner, when we consider the
indiect advantages that will accrue will more
than counterbalance any loss. Another argu-
meat that may be brought forward is that
some of the colonies which are more populous.
and whine produce more gold than we do,
have not thought it advisable to establish
Mints. I do not see that that is any argu-
ment. if it shows anything at all, it shows
that they have not been alive to their own in-
terests. It is no argument that because other
colonies, which have produced thousands of
ounces of gold, have not established Mints,
we should not do so. I may say that this Bill
has received the concurrence of the other
House, and if we now take upon ourselves the
responsibility of throwing it out, it will be
tantamount to saying we have no confidence
in the colony or in our gold prospects. I do
not think when the Government undertake
works we can always expect to get a return of
three-halfpsence for every penny expended,
because there are the indirect advantages to
be considered. The Post and Telegraph
Departments an examples. Before conclud-
ing I should like to refer to some statements
which have been made in the other colonies
with regard to the advantages of a Mint. It
is stated in a report from the Acting-Deputy
Master of the Melbournie Mint, dated as
recently as, the 25th of April last, that the
principal advantage of a branch Mint is that it
gives the gold miner a steady market for the

fruits of his labor, and that it is asoe of value
to the whole community, as it sustains the
price of geld, and in a very marked degree
regulates the rate of exchange with the
mother country. It is also mentioned that
the presence of a branch of the Rtoyal Mint
confers facilities for regulating the general
currency anti for keeping it in good condition.
The Mint authorities also claim that the loss
in the working expenses is compensated many
times over by the advance in the price of gold
since the opening of the Mint, viz., from 76s.
to 77s. 8.d. per oz., whereby the colony has
gained during a period of 18, years close on
£70,000 per annum. I now move that the Bill
be read a second time.

Tax HON. F. TI. CROWDER: I have listened
most carefully to the remarks which have
fallen from the Ron. the Minister for Mines,
and I have gone into the figures which were
laid before another place by the Premier,
and it is my intention to support the second
reading of the Bill. My greatest objection
to the Bill was that it seemed to me to
directly tax the ratepayers for the benefit of
the successful miner, who can well afford to
send his gold out of the colony. Still, having
been able to obtain no figures of more recent
date than 1885, [ have been forced to take the
figures of the Premier. These show that,
although there was a loss in New South Wales
and Vittoria, it was only a loss for a time, and
that taking the whole period since the estab-
lishment of the Mints, the loss has been very
small. Even assuming there will be a loss for
the present of £C2,000 a year, there will be an
indirect profit of from £12,000 to £215,000 a
year. This is not a profit that will be made
only by the successful miner, but a profit
every member of the community will in-
directly share in. I think the stage of doubt
as to our goldields is passed. So far as J am
concerned, I believe in them, and I think that
if we do not pass this Bill it will be as good as
holding forth to the world that we do net
believe in ourselves or in ourcountry. I think

*the Government are to be congratulated upon
getting the concession to establish a Mint,
especially as many of the other colonies, which
have not been so bsckward -n we have, have
not obtained a similar concession. We must

*bear in mind that we have taken upon our-
selves grave responsibilities in building rail-

*ways and other public works, and if we throw
out this Bill it will have a tendency to create
an impression in the minds of those who have
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lent us the money that we have no confidence
in the country or its capabilities. I have
weighed the matter as carefully as I can, and
I think, under the circumstances, the House
will only he doing right if it passes the Bill.

Taz H~ox. S. U. PARKER : I am sorry to
have to oppose this Bill, and I shall be still
more sorry if any one imagines that because I
do 801I have no confidence in the goldfields. I
believe I have as much confidence in their
future prosperity and development as anyone.
Whether we have the largest goldfield in the
world or not I am not now prepared to ay
but I believe that the discoveries which have
been made during recent years are going to
bring a vast amount of prosperity to us.
Holding that view I have done my utmost to
advocate the opening up of the fields by rail-
way communication and by means of water
supplies ; in fact, my desire has been to advo-*
cate every measure that would bring about
the rapid development of our fields so that the
miners could obtain the largest quantity of
gold at the earliest possible time. The fact of
opposing the introduction of such a measure
as this does not show a want of confidence in
the future prosperity of the fields. In other
countries where they have enormous goldfields,
and where the production has been immense
compared to ours up to the present time, we
find no Mints established. I will iustane
New Zealand which, up to now has exported
£49,000,000 worth of gold, and which is even
now producing more gold than this colony. I
say that colony has no Mint. Then again
Queensland has no Mint, and I believe she
produces more gold than we do. As far
as I kn ow South Africa has no Mint
and she produces immense quantities
of gold. The reason why Mints are
not established is that people take an econ-
omical view and do not consider it necessary
to tar the general community for the benefit
of the successful gold miner. Being a
property holder in Perth, where I imagine
the Mint will be esabalished, it would be more
to my particular advantage, and more in the
interests of my constituents, were this ]Bill to
pass ; but I cannot look upon the interests of
my constituents or muy own interests before
the interests of the whole colony. We must,
I think, consider the interests of the struggl-
ing farmer and the squatter at the North as
well as the interests of the gold-mnining
industry, and when we find a Bill which will
benefit only one industry-one class of persons

-those who have been fortunate in obtaining
a quanutity Of gold.-it is our duty to oppose
it, especilily when the effect of it is to enable
this particular class to realise at a lesser cost
than they could if they had to send the gold
out of the colony. This BillI will not have the
effect of producing a single ounce of gold
more than is produced at the present timae; it
will not benefit the struggling fanner, or the
laborer, or the taxpayer generally. On the
other hand there can be no question that it
involves an extra cost upon the whole com-
munity, which moans extra taxation for the
benefit of whom P-the successful gold mi ner.
We know that few only are successful; the
ninny are unsuccessful. The few who
are successful it is proposed, by this
Dill, to make still more successful
by imposing upon those who are unsuccessful,
and upon those who have nothing to do with
the industry, a portion of the cost necessary
to enable these who are successful to realise
more advantageously. The hon. gentleman
who introduced this Bill has told us that in
Melbourue at the present time the expcn~di-
ture on the Mint is very little more than the
receipts; but we must hear in mind that the
Melbourne Mint deals with a quantity of gold
which is taken from the soil, not of Victoria
alone, but from the soil of other countries, in-
cluding Western Australia, The amount of
gold that will be coined hers will nocessarily
be limited to that which is produced here.
Allowing a fair proportion of increase in the
production, it will be Many years before we
shall produce. the same, quantity of gold that
is minted at Mel bourne, and consaequently the
loss here must be greater than at the Mlint in
question. I find fromi the figures quoted in
the other House that the net ecost of the Mel-
bourne Mint between 1872 and 1894 averaged
£25,355; that during the ten years between
1884 and 1893 it averaged £4,082, and that
during the three years 1891-93 it averaged
£2,04.

THEn MINuSvnaK FRo WINES (Hon1. E. H. Wit-
tenoon4: .Whose figures arn those P

THE HoN. 8. HI. PARKER: I hey are the
Premies. They are reported in the daily
Hansard. Between the years 1872 and 1894
the Melbourne Mint coined an immense
quntity of gold - a far renter amount
than she will average during the next
five or ten years. Consequently, if we
are to reason by analogy, we must an-
ticipate that if we establish a Mint
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the loss will be greater even than £5,000.
Take it at £53,000. and I ask why should the
general communi.t be taxed even to that ex-
tent for the benefit of the successful mner,
especially bearing in mind that it will not ten I
to the production of a single ounce of gold
more than is produced at the present timue. If
we wvere to build a railway to Menzies, or to
the Ninety-Mile, or even from the coast to
Pilbarra, 'we should have someth ag that
would pay, besides having something that
would tend to increase the production of gold,
which this Mint will not do. We are propos-
ing to undertake a work t can see noaso
for, except it is that %ye may be able to saw
have a Mit-a work which will not benefi~t
anyoue except the successful gold miner, My
hon. friend, Mr. Crowder, said the profit would
be £212,000 or £15,000. He did not tell us
how the amount was to be made up. I have
eonsidcied the subject, and I fail to see how
lie is going to prove anything of the kind.
True, as my lion. friend who introduced this
Bill said, Perth will benefit from the fact that
the Mint is here, and that there willI be a few
officials and othdrs employed at it whose pur-
chases will benefit the people of Perth to some
extent; but what will it amount to? It is
obvious that the persons employed will lie
very few, or the cost would be much
larger. As I say, the only way anyone can
be benefited is from the consumptiou by these
officials, and, as I am sorry to see moat of the
aecessaries that will be required by them are
at the present time imported, the agricul-
turist and squamtter will gain little or nothing
fraon their presence ; and as far as the colniy
is concerned it can only be the gainer by
the small amount of extra Customs duty
which these officials will contribute. I listened
with some interest to the remarks of my hion.
friend, because it struck me that with his
logical mind be would not omit to explain
how this £212,000 or £215,000 profit was arrived
at. However, he will have an opportunity of
explaining the matter presently, because I
am going to move an amendmnentb which will
give him the opportunity of again. addressing
the House. At present I cannot accept the
figures, nor agree that there will be any profit
from the establishment of a Mint. My
hion. friend the Minister quoted some extructs
from the report of the Deputy-Mfaster of! the
Mint in Melbourne, one of which was far the
purpose of showjiing that the establishment of
aL Mint lied raised the price of gold to the

extent that the colony hadl been the gainer of
.£70,000 a year; but does the lion. gentleman
for a momnent imagine that the establishmnt
of a Mint here is going to raise the price P
Irhe price has reached its limnit, and it is bound
to be regulated, in any case, by the price in
Victoria. No miner here can expect to receive
more for his gold than he would get in
Melbourne.

THE 11am. F. T. Caownxa . But there
would be a difference between the Mint price
here and the price on the fields.

]'HE HaN. S. H. PARKER: No wuan is
obliged to sell on the fields now.

'RF Ham. F. '. CsawDnt. Sometimes they
cannot help it.

THE kloN. S. H. DARKER: Then they would
sell in the same way if the Mint were here. I
take it that the majority of persons who have
gold,oi ther sell it to the banks or get the banks
to advance upon it. If more is advanced than
the Mint price, the difference has to be re-
funded, and if the gold brings more than is
advanced, the banks pay the balance, so that
those who produce geld are now able to get
the Melbourne Mint prices.

Tnz Fram. D. K. CoNODON: The eharges are
deducted.

Tn E Rom. S. H. PARKER: That is so. The
only difference a Mint will make will he that
the charges will be saved. I was arguing,
how ever, on the quotation of the Ron. the
Ministe~r with regard to the £70,000 which the
colony of Victoria gained through the price
of gold having been raised, and I would
say-

Tan Mnns1Tra FRo MINS (H1on. R. ff.
Wittenoonni):; I quoted that to show the ad-
vantage of a Mint.

THE Ham. S. H1. PARKER -. They may have

gained that in Victoria, but does any one
anticipate that the price will be raised here,
and that those who have any geld will obtain
a greater price fer it here than at the Mel-
liourne Mint F The saving will he this: 'There
will be a saving of the insurance and
freight.

THE Rom. J. C. Foucars: And interest.
Tar How. S. H. PARKER: I do not know

whether the Banks charge interest or not, but
it comes to this, that the saving will be to the
men who produce the geld and not to the
general community. It is much the same as
if the Government were to say t here are mnany
charges on wool, and if we establish a mnarket.
here it will be a good thing for the pastoral ists

[COUNCIL.) Perth Mint Bill,
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who would then be able to get the Sanjo prices
here as they would in London. Of course it
would be a grand thing, but what would the
rest of the community say if such a proposi-
tion aE that were madeP What would they
say if the community generally were called
upon to pay the charges so that the pastoral-
ists could get the same price here us in Lon-
don without incurring any of the expenses or
risks P

THE HoN. S. H. WIrrsuoos: It is not a
parallel ease.

THE Hos. S. H. PARKER: It may not be,
but I caninot help thinking that it would be of
snore advantage to the colony at largo if the
Government were to come down with a pro-
position Such as I have suggested rather than
the one in question. I believe a Proposition
to aid the squatters in the manrner I have
mentioned would be far more advantageous to
the whole community than the establishment
of a Mint in Perth. The general public, of
course, would scout the idea that any portion
of the community should be benefited at the
expense of the remainder. My hon. friend the
Minister pointed out the advantages, but he
admitted the Mint would not pay. He gave
several reasons as to why it would be advane-
tageouns, and among them he propounded
a theory which I am sure the hon.
gentlemen will, when I call his atten-
tion to it, admit is fallacious. He said
the Mint would retain the gold in the colony.
I do not pose as a J'roetrader, but if the hon'
gentlemn will only converse with one of his
colleagues, I am sure he will find mote em-
phatic argument used with regard to the
fallacy of Protectionists about retaining gold
than 1 could nse. I will not use my own
words, but will quote from an article which
appeared in the Hobart Mercury, and which I
extracted in 1894 from the Daily Naeve.

THE, MINSTRu Imos MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : It is obsolete.

Tan HoN. S. H. PARKER4: No; the Daily
Notes is not obsolete. I extracted the article,
and sent it to the Fremier, because I thought
it was an uncommonly good one. It says:-
One of the keenest desires of the Australian misner
at one time was to keep the gold in the country.
He argued entirely to his own satisfaction that it
was absurd for men to' "delve and moil and pine"
to get the precious metal and then to let it go away
in order to enrich mean on the other side or the
world. The argument appeared to be so conclusive
to the miners and to the working claosses generally,
that they never reate until they got a Mint, which
was of course to do for them all that they desired,
and make all industries prosper by reason of the

great quantity of the money in the country. This
subject is worthy of notice at the present time,
when the air is fall of theories about money, be-
cause it affords an object lesson which night be
learned with a great died or advantage by a num-
ber of persons who keep on running their heads
against financial stone walls, without, apparently,
learning anything, from this unpleasant pro-
ese. They, Ikea the miners and their

friends, decline to learn fromai experi.ence or
fromn the reasoning of men who have investi-
gated thoroughly all the aspects of tbe question.
When the miners were rZging against the exporta-
tion of gold and wan tdit stopped, they were
referred to Adam Smith, who still remains to most
thinking persons an authority, in order to show
them that there was no way in which gold can be
kept i a country beyond a certain quantity and
especially to make them understand that Spain,
even with the aid of a host of Severe penalties,
could not prevent the gold comning away. More-
over, they worn asked to consider that if tbe gold
could be kopt in the country then it nmstdcoclinc in
valuie, since theire would be more than was re-

Ird whereas if it was Sent away, then the
ighet possible value was obtained for it. All this

seems to be 1)1511 and simple enough ijow, but at
that time the miners raged, and popular candidates
always ready to adopt the latest craze and pander
to it, undertook to keep the gold in the conty
for the benefit of the people. At last there came
one candidate,whether he was sincere or only going
one better for fun we shall not undertake to say,
who gravely proposed that an exprt duty of £5
an ounce on gold should be impose, which would at
once put an end to the nefarious business of' ex-
porting it, and bringing in a host of goods in
return, thus robbing the people of their metal, and
giving the productsof a Freetrade count~ as value
for it. Strange to say, though the candidate had
done no m thanx what manny others bad practi-
cally suggested, his proposed export duty was not
at all popular, because the millers began to perceive
that if the storekeepers, who were the,, largely gold
buyers, and the banks could never export the gold,
the miner would not be able to convert it into food,
clothing, and drinks. He declined, therefore, to
have anything to do with the £5 an ounce export
duty, but be still wanted the gold kept in the
country. At this time, too, tbcem arose a genius,
strangely enough in the leading Melbourne Free-
trade paper, who advocated an export duty on gold
-a small one, of course-on the ground that it
would beypaid by " the foreigner." In other words,
this wonderful person declared that an export duty
on gold would raise the price by the amount of the
duty, as he insisted that the value of Fld
was not determined, like that of other things
by the cost of production. 'Vhe fallacy into which
be fell was obvious, but it is, nevertheless, pre-
cisely the samen fallacy that is trotted out very fre-
quently in those days, namely, that it is possible
to lower or raise the value of the precious metals
by, passing a law. At all events, the actual impo-
sition as an export; duty of 2s. 6d. an ounce on
gold practically demonstrated the fact that what-
ev~er increased the price of the metal when ex-
ported 'yes ultimately paid by the producer, and
was, in reality, so much added to the cost of pro-
duction. In; spite of all this the miners and the
working-classes never rested till theygot their Mint,
andthequstion has rise,, as to how far they have

enftdby it. The notion was intolerable, to
more persons than the miners, that New South
Waes& should have a Mint and not Victoria, and so
there wast no rest until one was started, but up to
this day the Melbourne Mint has never paid
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its expenses. At the present day the loss
on both the Sydney and Melbourne Mints
h.9 been reduced to a little over £1,200
a year, though at one time the annual loss
in Melbourne was £20,000. But, the question as
to bow far the Mint has benefited the gold producer
has never been fully decided, and is a very difficult
one to decide. In the first place, it is only the
large companies which send their gold direct to the
Mint, and it is said that they get thereby a Some-
what higher return than they used to get from the
banks. Taking, however, the general price of gold,
there is nothing to show that it is higher now than
before the Mint was Established, hut it seems to be
admitted that there is an incidental gain to corn-
patties havin g to deal with a largeyqantity of gold.
Experience Ii, years gon by showed that there was
no loss onl sending goid from Victora toa the Sydney
Mint, but where there is practically no cost of car-
niage, and no other charges such as insurance, there
is said to bea small margin in favor of the Mint
prices. The Deputy Master of the Melbourne Mint
contends that the cost of the institution is defrayed
in the benefits obtained in the exchanges, but we
confess that on this point the evidence is not clear.
At ell events, no one now proposes to keep the gold
itt the country.

TEt MINISTER MOR MINuS (HOD. E. H. Wit-
tonoorn) : I do.

TmE How. F. T. Cowun: It is only one
manl's opinion.

TnE 11O". S. H. PARKER: It is not a ques-
tion of whether it is one man's opinion ; wre
have to adayse the opinion and see whether
there is any foundation for it or any logic in
it. This writer does isot give so touch his
opinion as fiats. I read this article simply as
an answer to my hon. friend, who said he de-
sired to keep the gold in the country. I i-ad
it to show that if he kept the whole of the
gold in the colony it would be of no value, and
of no use to the miner or to anyone else. The
only advantage of having gold is that it has a
ready sale. Supposing we do keep the gold
in thecolony, what is the good of it except as
a ehroulating medium F What good would it
be if we kept it in the Mint or at the Banks P
It would certainly be of no advantage. To
put an extreme caseand that is the way of
testing whether an argumnent is good or not-
suppose all the gold were locked up: Would
it not then be absolutely valueless PShould
we not have a lot or gold, but nothing with
which to buy bread and meat ? I feel sure I
need say nothing more to show the fallacy of
my bon. frieud's argument when he says keep
the gold in the colony. If we want to keep
the gold here, Surely there is no occasion to
dig and delve for it; let it remain where it is.
My bon. friend also said-and I really could
not help smiling when he said it-that if weI
had this Mint here it would act e a meansa of
retaining people in the colony who owned gold.

I suppose if they could not get their gold out
of the colony they would stop hero and watch
it. Exactly wbat is Stated in this article is said
here, when it was suggested in Victoria to put
an export duty of £5 per oz. on gold, it was
thought it would keep the metal in the colony,
hut it was soon seen that this would not do for
the miners because they perceived that as the
banks could not export it, it could not be ex-
changed for food and other necessaries. It is
absurd to suppose that the establishment of a
Mint will keep people in the colony. if
we wish to retain people here we most snake
the colony more healthy and more attractive.
Let us remove the unhealthy conditions pre-
valent in the cities where the people chiefly
reside.

Tus lioN. H. H. WTTTtNOOM: Is not that
done with gold P

TRn HON. S. H. PARKER: We mnust make
the place healthy so that the successful miner
end the capitalist will settle down among us.
If the Government brought forward a pro-
position to mnake Perth and its Suburbs more
healthy and attractive, I should do may utmost
to support it. What is the first thing to do to
bring thi. aboutP Is it not to remove the
present insanitary condition of things. I will
suggest to my hon. friend if he desires to --
tam the people that he should take stops to in-
duce the Government to at once begin a
systetm of underground drainage.

THE floN. E. H. WiwrNooxR Is the hon.
gentilema in order P

TuE HoN. 8.1H. PARKER: 1 think so. I
am only dealing with your argument en to
keeping people in the colony.

Tan PRESIDENIT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
I think the hon. member is in order. Hie is
replying to you.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: I will not pur-
sue the subject further. What I desire to
point out is that the establishment of a Mint
will in no way induce people to settle in
Western Australia, but on the other hand if
the Government do desire to see Successful
miners end others beconte permanent Settlers,
there is a simple and eay means of bringing
it about, and that is by making om- city more
attractive and healthy. Then my hon. friend
said the Mint would be a grand advertise-
ment, but be did not tell us how it would
advertise us. The advertisements we require
are those in London and Paris, for I do not
know that many other Continental capitals
know much about us. Even in these cities I
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doubt whether one person in ten thousand of
the general public will ever hear thai we har
established a Mint. At the present time it is
hardly known in London thAt Victoria and
New South Wales each possess a Mint. So
far as Western A ust radia. is concerned, perhaps
the people, having learnt something about
Coolgardie, have been induced to. turn their
attention slightly to Western Australia, but
from my own experience--the experience of
five years ago-the average person in London
does not know Western Australia from South
Australia, Victoria or Queensland. They
know Austrulia, and, possibly, when in con-
versing with a person you said you carue fromn
Forth, you would be met with the answer,
" Oh, that is in Queensland," or something to
that effect. Again another person would
ask you whether you know his friend
Brown. You ask where he is, and are told,
" In Sydney." When you reply that Sydney
is two or three thousand miles froutl Perth,
your friend seems somewhat surprised. I
venture to repeat what r said before, that!I do
net believe onie person in ten thousand knows
thero is a Mint in Victoria or Now South
Wales even at the present day, and if we
establish a Mint here there will be the samne
result.

Tax MixisTRu FOR MiNES; (Honm. E. 9.
Wittenooni): It is because they keep the go!d
in the colony that people outside do not hear
of themn.

THE loN. S. 11. LARKER: The only way
this Mlint can ndvertise the colony is from the
feet that sovereigns going abroad will be
stamped with the design of the colony; hut if
miy hon. friend's argument be correct, that the
Mint will keep all the gold in the colony, there
will be no sovereigns to go abroad to advertise
us with. ][Will ask hion. members who handle
sovereigns whether they take any notice of
where they are tainted. I have had two
sovereigns in my pocket for Roume timie, and I
do not know where they were minted. As
long as I can get a sovereign, it does not
Matter to me which Mint it comes frum. I
venture to say it will be no advertisement to
the colony. [he advertisement we require is
to have some of our companies paying divi-
dends. When the investing public see this
they will be induced to buy shares, but the
estsahlishmont of a Mint will not induce a single
person to purchase a share. Companies such
as the Great Boulder and Bayley's, which
pay dividends, are what we require as an

advertisement. I venture to think that those
who do consider the question will say, how
foolish aire the people of Western Australia
when they tire going to the expense of thou-
sands of pouinds to ettablish a Mint, simply
because they wilt not be outdone by Victoria
and New South Wales!1 My lion, friend said
it would raise the price of shares-

lax MINISTER FOa MINES (lion. E. H,
Wittencoon) :I said it would help to do it.

Tus HON. S, 'f. PARKER:1 If it will help
to inflate them beyond what they are worth it
will have a ba d offect. What we desire to se
in the intereste of the colony is that the sha
shall keep at a fair value, and give a fair re-
turn on the investment. I think it is the
bounden duty of this Council to see that no
mioney is unnecessarily wasted. The hon.
gentleman who introduced this Bill said that
it had passed through the Lower House with-
out amendmnent, or without a division being
taken. No doubt when a Bill is debated in
the other House and a close division takesa
place, it strengthens the hands of this House
if it desi res to threw thbe measure ou t ;but, en
the other hand, because the other House does
not debate it, it does not follow that we shall
pass it if we think it is in the interests of the
community to reject it. In the other colonies
we have seen Lower Hfouses pass Railway Bills

1almost unanimously, and the Upper Houses
throw them out because th ey have come to the
conclusion that they are not wanted for the
benefit of the community. I think it is one
of our duties-in fact it is our peculiar pro-
vhwce-to look into matters such as this, and
to see that no great public work is initiated
uless it is for the benefit of the comimunity
generally. My hon. friend told us that thk
estimated cost of the building was £8,000.
'Will the bon. gentleman tell us whether that
is his estimate, or the estimate of the Wiiorks
Department P

THE MINTETEB Post Mints (Rfon. B. H.
Wittenoon4: I will reply to you presently.

THE H1on. SL H. PARKER: I only wanted
Ito know, because I am arguing the matter;
Istill, if the hon. gentleman does not wish to

answer, E will not press it. He has told us
that this £8,000 does not include the value of
the land. He said the Government have
plenty of land- I know 'we have been looking

about for several years to find land for Rouse
of Parliament, a Supreme Court, and other
buildings, and it has been found that there is
a great absence of laud. I regret to ay that

Perth Mini Bill. F18 JULT, 1895.]
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this is the cwe, and I am sorry thet the per-
sons who laid out the city neglected to reserve
sufficient areas for public purposes. The
Government will find that they will have to
invest a considerable sum for the purchase of
land. My bon. friend says the cost of the
building will be £28,000. If that is only the
estimate of the Government, may experience
tells me that the real amount, when the
matter comes into the Public Works Depart,-
meat, will be about three times that sum. IF
this is the estimate of the unprofessional
gentlemen who form the Cabinet, I kuow it
will be considerably exceeded.

THE MINISTERn FOR MINES (Hon. E,
H. Wittenoom): Perhaps you are judging
from last year's Ministry.

HON. S. H. PARKERP: That is quite true.
T believe the majority in the Ministry are the
same. If we take tbe additions to the Hos-
pital, which is a comparatively small work, I
lbelieve the costatnounts to over £28,000. -

Tag MINTSTEB FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
'Wittenoom): That has nothing to do with
the Mint.

TUE HON, :5. H3. PARKER : It will be
worse when you come to build a Mint, because
the first object of the Public Works Depart-I
ment will be to erect a monument to them-
selves. There was a small addition recently
to a building known As the Courthouse end
Post Office, Albany. It was a very neat and
plain building, and when it was added to one
would have thought they would have adopted
the same style. Instead of this, they put
up a building of a totally distinct character,
which makes the old building look like a barn
or a stable. The new budlding provides little
accommodation. It has at spiral stone stair-
case when & jarrah one would bave done, and
projections at the corners.

Tat MINISTER ORo MINES (HOn. E. H.
Wittenoom): Is the hen, member in order in
criticis~ing all the buildings of the country P

THE Hox.'S. H. PARKER: I m giving
reasons why I do not take these figures to be
anything like the correct cost of building the
Mlint.

Tus MsiLL1sTEa FR MINES (Hon1. E. H.
Wittenoom): Who3 said it was the estimate
of the Works Department?

THs HON. S. H, PARKER: I did not. Iasked
the hon. gentleman whether it was, and he
refused to answer. If he will only listen he
will see that I am only arguing by analogy to

show that tis £98,000 is nothing like what

the cost will he.
THE MINISTRa Fr MINES (Hon1. E. H.

Wittenoom) : You said it was the Works
Department estimate.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: I did not say
so. J asked you, and yon would not
answer.

'THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. R.
Wittenoopa) , You must not misquote me. I
Idid not say it wa the Works Department
estimate. I only want to pun the hon.
gentleman right.

Tnrr H1ON. S. H. PARKER: It is always
delightful to be set straight, especially if you
have never been wrong. I never said this was
an estimate of the Works Department. I said
it was an eatiuate of an unprofessional
Ministry, and I pointed out how little we
could rely upon such estimates when we have
to go to the Works Department to Construct,
thu buildings. If it required Sydney steno
to make the additions to the Albany Court-
house, we shall want something more elabo-
rate to make the Mint at Perth, and by
analogy I say that the cost of the Mint will
be far in excess of the amount it is proposed
to place on the Estimates for it. We shall
probably have to buy land, and we shall have
an annual loss of £6,,000 for years to come.
Bearing in mind tbat -we wan t new Parliament
Rouses, -which are far more necessary than a
Mint, and proper Courthouses, I say we
should not agree to this Bill, which will not
be for the benefit of the community generally.
I therefore move, as an amendment, that it
be read a, second time this day six
months.

Amendment not Seconded.
Original question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN' CO31MflTEE.

The Bill was then considered in Committee,
agreed to without amendment, and reported.

AGEYT-GENEBA-L BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative

Asseinbly and was read a first time.

-JUSTICES APPOINTMENT BILL.
'This Bill was r-ead from the Legislative

Assembly and was read a first time.

SUPPLY BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative

Assembly and was read a fit time.

(COUNCIL.] Perth Afint Bill.
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The Standing Orders were suspended.

SECOWD UEADDINO.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. F.
H. Wittenoom): I have to move that this BiU
be read a second timie. It is necessary for us
to pas; this measure to enable the Govern-
ment to pay the salaries of offiers and others
which are due at the end of the present
mosith.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COHMEE.

The 1Bi11 was considered iii committee, agreed
to without amendment, and reported.

THRkD E&DanfG.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.

ADJIOURNMENT.
'The Rouse, at 6.10 o'clock p.m., adjourned

until Wednesday, 24th July, at 4.30 o'clock
p.m.

Tauesdag, 23rd 14, 1895.

Dredging Across Success and Parneelia flanks--
Suppression of Chinese Gambling lDens-Bridge
over (Jreeenongh Riser-ReSrve fo. AYo~ioas
Trades-Cootardie-Du odes Telegraph Line-
Mloout.t kca Park -Board-Sapply 1,411 third
reading - Justices Appoiutnteet Pill; third
reading-Licensed Saroegors l -7unicpal
Justice tious3 fill-1feSage front His EPXCel-
leiecg the Adrainistrator; Loas Act 1891, Re-
Appr~opriation Bill: first reading - Order
of Jisees-Ci hasDties Repeal Blill; in
conittee--A dourarnent.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o'clock p.m.

DREDGING ACROSS SUCCESS AND
PARMELIA. BANKS.

Ma. SOLOMON, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier, whether, in view of the
great inconvenience at present experienced by
vessels taking in timber at Rockinghiam,
owing to their not being able to load there to
a greater draught than k6ft., the Geoverament

would undertake to hare the passages across
the Success bank -and Parmelis, hank dredged
to a depth of 2Oft., which would avoid the
long and expensive towage which sailing ships
were obliged now to undertake to complete
their loading in Gage Roads. If the present
i8it. channel across the Success hank were
deepened, it would also greatly facilitate the
landing of stock at Robb's Jetty.

THE PRUMIER (Hfon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied as follows t-Tbe first cost of channel
2Oft. deep, and say 3001 t. wide, would be, I am
informed, at least £235,000; bnt if a depth of
2Oft. is necessary for navigation, the channel
should be at least 25f t. deep, and the first cost,
on that basis, is estimated to be £80000. The
firstcost, however, would be probably but a
very small elemeat in the matter, as Sir John
Uoodeas estimate of the least amount that
could be expected to muaintaia a channel
through each of these banks (in which the
Engineer-in-Chief concurs) would he £98,000
per annum, making £16,000 per annum for the
two; and this, capitaliised at 4 per cent., wonld
be equivalent to a first cost of £400,000. This
is exclusive of the cost of the dredgers which
would be required. With one dredge the
2Sf t. channel would take, so I amn informed,
ten years.

SUPPRESSION OF CHINESE GAMBLING
DENS.

Ma. SIMPSON, for Mr. JAMBS, ia facord-
ance. with notice, asked the Premier,-

1. Whether the police had any instructions
to suppress. the Chiaese gambliag deas in
Perth.

2. Whether any, and if so what, instruc-
tions had been given in connection with these
places.

THSs PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied, as follows--

1. No serious complaints have been made
to the police respecting Chinese gambling in
Perth, consequently no special instructions
have been givea to the police in regard to the
matter.

2. No instructions bare been issued.

BRIDGE OVER GREENOUGH RIVER.

MIR. TRAYLEN, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works what
steps bad been taken towards the erection of
the bridge over the Greenough River, near
Walkaway School, for wrhich the money was
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