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Whatever difference of opinion there may be
on matters of detail, I know every member of
this House shares with me the desire to see
the ends of justice served in as complete a
manner as possible, with every possible advan-
tage to a man to prove his innocence, nnd
with no means, whereby because of this, o
guilty mun can go free,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8iv J Forrest) moved,
“That the Bill be referred to the Select
Committec consisting of the Attorney-
Geperal, Mr. James, Mr. Leake, Mr. Loton
and Mr. Randell.

The motion was agreed to.

CONSTRUCTION OF MOUNT-STREET,
PARK ROAD.

Me. WOOD said he desired to withdraw
the motion standing in his name having refer.
ence to. this question, the debate upon which
had beenadjourned;and, by leave of the House,
the motion was withdrawn.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House nt 10 o’clock ndjourned until
4.30 p.m., on Tuesday, the 23rd inst

[COUNCIL.]

Perth Mint Bill.

Fegislative @ouncil,

Tuesday, 23rd July, 1895,

New MHember—Married Homen's Property Act
Amendwent Bl : fivst veading—ZLerth Mint
Ll ; second reading ; Connmittee—dAgent-General
Bl : first reading—dJustices A ppointivent Bill ;
Jirst veading—Supply Bl : first reading :
second reading : commitiee - third reading—
Adjournment.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G, Shenton) took
the chair at 4-30 o’clock p.n.

NEW MEMBER.

Tue Hon. A. B. KIDSON, having subseribed
the Oaths required by law, took hia seat.

MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

On the motion of the Hon. S. H. PARKER,
this Bill wasa introduced and rend a first time.

PERTH MINT BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittencom) : In rising to move the second
reading of this Bill, I desirs to point out that
its object is to establish in this colony a branch
of the Royal Mint. I fecl certain that hon.
gentlemen have read the remarks of the Pre-
mier in another place, in which he referred in
great deotail to the advantages of baving such
an institution in the colony. I may, however,
refer to o few matters, if only to refresh the
minds of non. members. The establishinent
of branches of the Royal Mint has been found
to be most advantageous in two of the other
colonies, and I do not think we ghall go far
wrong if we follow them. 'The advantages
which have accrued have been very great, and
on the whole, the establishment of the Mints
has proved of much service to the people. It
is not contended for one moment that when
we establish o similar instilution here it will
be a paying concern, and I do not suppose that
any colony ever expected an institution of the
kind to pay—at any rate, directly. Skill, in
New South Wales, where a Mint has been
established for a large number of years, the
total expenditure is found to be about equal
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to the revenue, and beyond this of course, the
indirect advantages are many. In Victoria,
where & palatial building has been erected and
expensive machinery put up, there has heen
found to be a smull Joss of £200, taking the
expenditure with the revenue ; but here again
there have been very many indircct advan-
tages. We cunnot, as I have snid, expect our
Mint to pay, at any rate at the outset,
although we shall reap many indirect advan-
tages, some of which L may, perhaps, refer to
in detail. In the first place, a Mint will make
a certain amount of work in proportion
to the population. Hon. members will
agrze that cvery industry we can estab-
lish must be a good thing for us,
if it be not done at the expense of the country.
Another consideration is, that we showid
retain a large portion of the gold in the
colony. Instead of people sending away their
gold to be coined, we could coin it here, and
probably, in many cases, persons who owned
gold, and who otherwise might go away to
huve it coined, wonld be induced to rewnin
and spend it here. Then we would save the
exchange, which is a very laurge and serious
item, as well a8 the freights and other charges
which would be cast about the colony, so that
ull portions of the population would share in
the amount saved. Again, o Mint, [ con-
sider, will be a first-class advertisement for
the colony, because it will show people oui-
side that we not only have a few gold-
producing mines, but that our prospects for
the future are such that we have thoromgh
coufidencein. We who are here know thatsome
of the wines which have been taken to a depth
are showing splendid results, and there is no
reason why there should not he many others
in a similar position. Thus in establishing a
Mint, we estallish that confidence in others
which we possess curselves. There is another
indirect advantige aceruing from the increase.
It will help to raise the price of shares, and
thic to the community will far exceed in the
shape of benefit any actual loss there may be
on the working of the Mint. Hon. members
will see by Clause 2 that o sum, which is not
to exceed £10,000 a year, is b6 be appropriated
for the purposes of the Mint. The institution
ia to be worked by the Imperial Government,
but the sum we are called upon to provide is
not to exceed £10,000. In cases like this the
Twperial Government always take care to see
that the sum asked for is suflicient to pay the
expenszs, and, in our instance, they have
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named £10,000; but we are in hopes that the
aclual cost will be pot mere than £6,000 or
£7,000. En New South Wules tha stipulated
amount was £15,000, and in Victoria it was

£20,000. The cost of starting this in-
stitution hos been estinated at about
£15000, and hon. gentlemen who have

taken the trouble to ascertain the cost of
sipilar huildings in the other colopies will
see thot this amount is o very modest one
compared with the expenditure elsewhere.
We ostimate the cost of the building at £8000
and the machinery and other accessories at
from £5,000 to £7,000. - Secing that tho cost
of the building in Victoria woe £100,000, the
intorest on our undertaking——

Tue Hox. 5. H. PArgER: Where is it pro-
posed to build it? £8,000 does not inctude
the value of the land, does it?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Houn. E. H.
Wittenoom): It will probably be built on
Government land, T do not think the Gov-
ernwent anticipate having to purchase. I
may tell hon. members that the gold exported
up to the 30th Juze last was 563,12%07., which,
valued at £3 16s, per oz, gives £2,139,800. I
think that is a very creditable production,
especially considering that nearly £1,000,000
worth has been produced during the last
twelve months. This shows how we wre pro-
oressing.  The cost of the coinuge of this at
2d. per ounce would mean to us £4,693. The
freight, insurance and exchange comes to
about another shilling per .ounce, which
menns £28,158, Nearly the whole of this
money would be saved, and o good part of i
would be spent in the colony. The ndoption
of this Bill will not only show that we have
thorough confidence in the future, bat will
provide what some hon. gentleman referred
to in the course of the debate in the Addrezs-
in-Reply, nanmore effective means than wehave
at present of registering tho quantity of gold
produced in the colony. One hon. gentlemnn
suggested a tax, but I think the establish-
ment of a Mint would greatly take the place
of thut, a8 no one would trouble to take gold
away while there was a Mint here; and this
is another advantago which will acerne from
the establishment of a Mint. Although there
are only two Blints in Australia, I helieve in
the United States there are six or eight such
ingtitutions, That shows that the Americans
see the advantage of having these institu-
tions, and I feel quite certnin hon. members
will hardly like te be behind them as regards
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the requisites for pushing the country shead.
The cluuses of the Bill kardly nced reference
to. Clause 2 states that thera shall be puy-
nble to Her DMajesty a sum not exceeding
£10,000 to defray the expenses of the Mint.
Clanse 3 states that the money shall be paid
by the ‘I'reasurer, and shall be sccounted
for to Her Majesty through the Lords
Commissioners. Clause 4 states that all fees
received by the Mint on account of work dono
are to go to the consolidated revenue.
Although the cxpenditure is put down ab
£10,000, uny portion of that sum not used
will be returned. I believe there will be some
little epposition to this Bill, and T aw sorry to
hear it. I believe one of the arguments to be
brought forward is that we have no right to
tax the public to help the miners, It is said
thut the Mint will anly be o means of making
a market for the miner in which to sell his
gold. I dv not consider that even this is &
disadvantage, but I do mot think it can be
said to involve the whole of the people ina
tax to help the miner, when we consider the
indircct advantages that will ucerue will more
thaun cuunterbalance any loss. Another argu-
went that mny be brought forward is that
some of the colonies which are more populous,
and whien produce more gold than we do,
have not thought it advisable to establish
Mints. I do not see that that is any argu-
ment. If it shows anything at all, it shows
that they bave not been alive to their own in-
terests. It is mo argument that becanse other
colonies, which have produced thousands of
ounces of gold, bave not established Mints,
we should not do so. I may say that this Bill
hae received the concurrence of the other
House, and if we now take upon ourselves the
responsibility of throwing it out, it will be
tantamount to saying we bhave no confidence
in the colony ot in our gold prospects. I do
not think when the Government undertake
works we can always expect to got a return of
three-halfpence for cvery penny expended,
because vhere are the indirect advantages to
be considered. The Post and ‘Telegraph
Departments are cxawmples. Before conclad-
ing I should like to refer to some statements
which have been made in the other colonies
with regard to the advantages of o Mint, [t
is stated in a report from the Acting-Deputy
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principal advantage of o branch Mint is that it
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fruits of his labor, and that it is also of value
to the whole community, as it sustains the
price of gold, und in a very marked degree
regulates the rate of exchange with the
mother country. Itis also mentioned that
the presence of a branch of the Royal Mint
confers facilities for regulating the general
currency and for keeping it ie good condition.
The Aint authoritics also elaim that the loss
in the working expenases is compensated many
times over by the advance in the price of gold
since the opening of the Minl, viz., from 78s.
to 77s. 8id. per oz., whereby the colony has
gained during a period of 18} years close on
£70,000 per annum. I now move that the Bill
be read a second time.

Tue Hon. F.T. CROWDER: I havo listened
most carefully to the remarks which have
fallen from the Hon. the Minister for Mines,
and I have gone inte the figures which were
laid before another place by the Premier,
and it is my intention to support the second
reading of the Bill. MMy greatest objection
to the Bill was that it seemed to me o
directly tax the ratepayers for the benefit of
the snccesasful winer, who can well afford to
send hig gold out of the colony. Still, having
been uble to obtain no figures of more recent
dote than 1885, [ have been forced to take the
figures of the Premier. These show that,
although there wna a losa in New South Wales
nnd Victoria, it was only a loss for o time, and
that taking the whole period since the estab-
lishent of the Mints, the loss has heen very
smnll. Even assuming there will be a loss for
the present of £2,000 a year, there will be an
indireet profit of from £12,000 to £15,000 a
year. This is not a profit that will be made
onty by the successful miner, but a profit
every member of the community wil in-
directly share in. I think the stage of doubt
a3 to our goldfields is passed. So farasJam
concerned, I believe in them, and I think that
if we do dot pass this Bill it will he as good s
holding forth to the world that we do mot
believe in ourselves or in our conntry. I think
the Government ure to be congratulated upon
getting the comcession to establish a Mint,
especially as many of the other colonies, which
have not been sc backward as we have, have
not obtained a similar concession. We muat
bear in mind that we have taken upon our-
selves grave responsibilities in building rail-
ways and other public works, and if we throw
out thiz Bill it will have a tendency to create

gives the gold miver a steady market for the | an impression in the minds of those who have
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lent us the money that we have no confidence
in the country or ita ecapabilities, I have
weighed the matter as carefully as I ean, and
I think, under the circumstances, the House
will only be doing right if it passes the Bikl

Tre Hox. 8. H.PARKER : I am sorry to
have to oppose this Bill, and 1 shall be still
more sorry if any one imagines that because I
do so I have no confidence in the goldfields. I
believe I have as much confidence in their
future prosperity and development ns anyone.
Whether we have the largest goldfield in the
world or not I am not now prepared to sy ;
tut T helieve that the discoveries which have
been made during recent years are going to
bring a vast amount of prosperity to us.
Holding thot view T have done my utmost to
advecate the opening up of the fields by rail-
way communication and by means of water
supplies ; in fact, my desire has been to advo--
cate every measure that would bring about
the rapid development of our fields so that the
miners could obtain the largest quantity of
gold at the earliest possible time. The factof
opposing the introduction of such a measure
as this does not show a want of confidence in
the future prosperity of the fields. In other
countries where they have enormous goldfields,
and where the production has been immense
compared to ours up to the present time, we
find no Minta established. I will iustance
New Zoaland which, up to now has exported
£49,000,000 worth of gold, and which is cven
now producing more gold than this colony. I
say that colony has no Mint. Then again
Queensland hasno Mint, and I helieve she
produces more gold than we do. Ae far
as I kpoow Sonth Africa has no Mint
and she produces immense quantities
of gold. The reason why Mints are
not established is that people take an ccon-
omical view and do not consider it necessary
to tax the general community for the benefit
of the successful gold miner. Being a
property holder in Perth, where I imagine
the Mint will be established, it would be more
to my particular advantage, and more in the
interests of my constituents, were this Bill to
pass; but I cannot look upen the interests of
my constituents or my own interesta Lefore
the interests of the whole colony. We must,
I think, consider the interests of the struggl-
ing farmer and the squatter at the North as
well as the interests of the gold-mining
industiry, and when we find a Bill which will
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—+those who have been fortunate in obtaining
a quantity of gold,—it is our duty to oppose
it, especinlly when the effect of it is to enable
this particnlar clags to realise at a lesser cost
than they could if they had to send the gold
outiof the colony. This Bill will not have the
effect of producing a single ocunce of gold
more than is produeed at the present time; it
will not benefit the struggling farmer, or the
laborer, or the taxpayer generally. On the
other hand there can be no question that it
involves an extrs cost upon the whole ecom-
munity, which means extra taxation for the
benefit of whom f—the successful gold miner.
We know that few only are successful; the
many are unsuccessful. The few who
are successful it i3 propoeed, by this
Bill, to 1make still more successfal
by impesing upon thoss who are unsuccessful,
and upon those who have nothing to do with
the industry, n portion of the cost neccssary
to epable those who are successful to realise
more advantageously. The hon. gentleman
who introduced this Bill hag told wus that in
Melbourne at the present time the expendi-
ture on the Mint is very little more than the
receipts; but we must bear in mind that the
Melbourne Mini deals with a quantity of gold
which is taken from the soil, not of Victoria
alone, but from the so0il of other countries, in-
cluding Western Australin. The amount of
gold that will be coined here will necessarily
be limited to that which is produced here.
Allowing a fair proportion of increase in the
production, it will be many years before we
shall produce the same guantity of gold that
is minted at Metbourne, and consequently the
loss here must be greater than at the Mint in
question. I find from the figures quoted in
the other House that the net cost of the Mel-
bourne Mint hetween 1872 and 1894 averaged
£5,358; that during the ten years between
1884 and 1893 it overnged £4,082, and that
during the three years 1891.93 it averaged
£2,645.

1'me Minigrer ForR Mives (Hen. K. H. Wit-
tenoom) : Whose figures are those?

Tue Hon. 5. H PARKER: ‘lhey are the
Premier's. They are reported in the daily
Huansard. Between the years 1872 and 1894
the Melbourne Mint c¢oined an  immense
guantity of gold - a far greater amount
than she will average during the next
five or ten years. Consequently, if we
are to reason by annlogy, we must an-
ticipate that if we establish a Mint
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the loss will be greater even than £5,000.
Take it at £3,000, and I ask why should the
gencral eommunity be taxed even to that ex-
tent for the benefit of the successful miner,
egpecially bearing in mind that it will not ten |
to the production of a single ounce of gold
more than is produced at the present tima, If
we were to build & railway to Menzies, or to
the Ninety-Mile, or even from the coast to
Pilbarra, we should huve someth ng that
would pay, besides having somcthing that
would tend to increase the production of gold,
which this Mint will not do. We are propos-
ing to undertake a work [ can sce no reason
for, except it is that we may be able to say we
have 2 Mint—a work which will not benefit
anyoue except the successful gold miner, My

hon, friend, Mr. Crowder, said the profit would -

be £12,000 or £15,000. He did not tell us
how the amount was to be made np. T have
considered the subject, and [ fail to sce how
he is going to prove nnything of the kind,
True, as iny hon. friend who introaduced thia
Bill said, Perth will benefit from the fact that
the Mint is here, and that there will be a few
officials and others employed at it whose pur-
chases will benefit the people of Perth to some
extent; but what will it amount to? Itis
obvious that the persons ewployed will he
vory few, ov the cost would be mnch
larger. As I say, the only way anyone can
be benefited is from the consumpticn by these
officials, and, as I am sorry to see most of the
necessaries that will be required by them are
at the present time imported, the agricul-
turist and squatter will gain little or nothing
from their presence ; and aa far ns the colwy
is concerned it can only be the gainer by
the small amount of extran Customs duty
which these officinls will contribute. Ilistened
with some interest to the remarks of my hon,
friend, because it struck me that with his
logical mind he would not omit to explin
how this £12,000 or £15,000 profit wasarrived
at. However, he will have an opportunity of
explaining the matter presently, hecause I
am going to move an amendment which will
give bim the opportunity of again addressing
the House. At present I eannot accept the
figures, nor agree that there will be any profit
from the establishment of a BMini. My
hon. friend the Minister quoted some extructs
from the report of the Deputy-Master of the
Mint in Melbourne, one of which was for the
purpose of shawing that the establishment of
u Mint had raised the price of gold to the
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extent that the colony had heen the gainer of
£70,000 n. year; but does the hon. gentleman
for & moment imaygine that the establishment
of a Mint heve is going to raise the price?
The price has reached its liwit, and it is bound
to be regulated, in nny case, by the price in
Victoria. No miner here can expect to receive
more for his gold thar he would get in
Melbourne.

Tae How, F. T. Crowner : But there
would be n differcnce between the Mint price
here and the price on the fields.

'ne Hon. 8. H. PARKER: No man is
olliged to scll on the fields now.

Tne Bon. F. 7. CRowDER: Sometimes they
cannot help it.

Tue How. §, H, PAREER: Then they wonld
sell in the same way if the Mint were here. T
take it that the majority of persons who have
gold,cither sell it to the banks or get the hanks
to advance upon it. If more is ndvanced than
the Mint price, the differecnce has to be re-
funded, and if the gold bringa more than is
advanced, the hanks pay the balance, so that
those who produce gold are mow uble to get
the Melbourne Mint prices.

TrE Hon, D. K. Congpow : The charges are
deducted.

Tre How. 8. H. PARKER: That is so. The
only difference a Mint will make will be that
the charges will be saved. I was arguing,
howeaver, on the guotation of the Hon. the
Minister with regard to the £70,000 which the
colany of Victorin gnined through the price
of gold having heen raised, and I would
ERY

Tue Mrmuigrer ror Mmxes (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : T quoted that to show the ad-
vantage of a Mint.

Tue How. 8. H. PARKER : They may have
gained that in Victorin, but does any one
anticipate that the price will be raised here,
and that those who have any gold will obtain
a grenter price for it here than at the Mel-
hourne Mint? The saving will be this: There
will be n saving of the ineurance and
freight.

Tur Hon, J.C. Fourkes: And interest.

Tue How. 3. H. PARKER : Ido not know
whether the Banke charge interest or not, but
it comes to thia, that the saving will be to the
men who produce the gold and not to the
general community. It is much the same as
if the Governmert were to sny there are many
chargea on wool, and if we establish o market
here it will ba a gnod thing for the pastoralists
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who would then be able to get the same prices
here as they would in Loudon. Of course it
would be a grand thing, but what would the
rest of the community say if such a proposi-
tion ns that were made 7 What would they
say if the community generally were called
upon to pny the charges so that the paatoral-
ists could get the same price here os in Lon-
don without incurring any of the expenses or
risks ?

Tue Hown. E. H. Wrrrervoou : It
parallel casge.

T'uE Hon. S. H. PARKER : It may not be,
but I cannot help thinking that it wouid be of
more advantage to the colony at largoe if the
Government were to come down with a pro-
position such ns I have suggested rather than
the one in gquestion. I believe a proposition
to aid the squatters in the manner I have
mentioned would be far more advantageous to
the whole commmunity than the cstablishment
of a Mint in Perth. 'The general public, of
course, would scont the idea that any porfion
of the community should be benefited at the
expense of the remainder. My hon. friend the
Minister pointed out the advantages, but he
asdmitted the Mint would not pay. He guve
several reasons as to why it would be advan-
tageous, and among them he propounded
a theory which I am sure the hon.
gentlemen will, when I ecall his atten-
tion to it, admit ia fallacions. He snid
the Mint would retain the gold in the colony.
I do not pose as a Mrecetrader, but if the hon,
gentlemnn will only converse with one of his
colleagues, I am sure he will find more sm-
phatic argument used with regard to the
fallacy of Protectionists about retaining gold
than 1 could nse. I will not use my own
words, but will guote from an article which
appeared in the Hobart Mereury, und which I
extracted in 1894 from the Deily News.

Tue Mixister rorR DMiNes (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : It is obsolete.

Tux Hon. 8. H. PARKERK: No; the Daily
News ie not obsolete. I extracted the article,
and sent it to the Premier, becaunse I thought
it was an uncommonly good one. It says:—

QOue of the keenest desires of the Austrolian miner
at one time was to keep the gold in the country.
He argued entirely to his own satisfaction that it
was absurd for men to ** delve and moil and pine”
to geb the precious metal and then to let it goaway
in order to enrich men on the other side of the
world. The argumentappeared to be so conclusive
to the miners and to the working classes generally,
that they never rested until they got a Mint, which
was of course to do for them sll that they desired,
and make all industries prosper by reason of the

ia not a
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great quantity of the money in the country. This
subject is wartby of notice at the present time,
when the air is full of theortes about money, be-
cause it affords an object lesson which might be
lenrned with a great deal of advantage by a num-
ber of persons who keep on mnning their heads
aguninst financial stone walls, without, apparently,
learning anything from this unpleasant pro-
cess. They, like the miners and their
friends, decline to learn from experience or
from the reasoning of men who have investi-
gated thoroughly all the aspects of the question.
When the miners were %ng against the exporta-
tion of gold and wan it stopped, they were
referred to Adam Smith, who still remains to most
thinking persons sn authority, in order to show
them that there wns no way in which gold can be
kept in a country beyond a certain quantity and
especially to make them understand that Spain,
even with the aid of a host of severe penalties,
could not prevent the gold coming awny. DMore-
over, they wero asked to consider that if the geold
could be kept in the country then it must declineg in
value, since there would be more than wns ro-
quired, whereas if it was sent away, then the
highest possible value was obtained forit.  Al) this
secms to be plain and simple enough now, but af
that time the miners raged, and popular ecandidates
always ready te ndopt the latest craze and pander
to it, undertook to keep the gold in the country
for the benefit of the people. At last there came
ons candidate,whether he was sincere or only going
one better for fun we shall not undertake to say,
who gravely proposed that an export duty of £5
an ounce on gold should beimlms;:l:l., which would at
once put an end to the nefarious business of ex-
porting it, end bringing in a host of goods in
return, thus robbing the people of their meta), and
giving tha products of & Freetrnde count:ly as value
or it. Stravge to say, though the eandidate had
done no more than what many others had practi-
colly suggested, his proposed export duty was not
at all popular, because the miners began to perceive
that if the storekeepers, who were then largely gold
buyers, and the banks could never export the gold,
the miner woitld not be able to convert it into food,
clothing, and drinks. He declined, therefore, to
have anything to do with the £5 an cunce export
duty, but be still wanted the gold kept in the
country. At this time, too, there arose a genius,
strangely enough in the leading Melbourne Free-
trude paper, who advocated an export duty on gald
—a smnll one, of course—on the ground that it
would be paid by * the foreigner.” In other words,
this wonderful person declared that an export duty
on gold would raise the price by the amount of the
doty, az he insisted that the wvalue of gold
was not determined, like that of other things
by thecost of production. The fallucy into which
be fell was obvious, but it is, nevertheless, pre-
cisely the snme fallacy that is trotted out very fre-
quently in these days, nemely, that it is possible
to loweror raise the value of the precions metals
by passing alaw. At all events, the actual impo-
vition as an export duty of 2s. 6d. an ounce on
gold practically demonstrated the fact that what-
ever incrensed the price of the metal when ex-
ported was vltimately paid by the prodneer, and
was, in reality, 850 much added to the cost of pro-
duetion,  In spite of all this the miners and the
working-classes never rested till they got their Mint,
and the question has risen a5 to how far they have
benefited by it. The notion was intolerable, to
more persons than the miners, that New South
Whules should have & Mint ani not Victoria, and so
there was no rest until one was started, but upto
this day the Melbourne Mint has never paid
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its expenses. At the present day the loss
on both the Sydney and Melboume Mints
hss been reduced to a little over £1,200
a year, though at one time the annual loss
in Melbourne was £20,000. But, the question as
to how far the Mint bas benefited the gold producer
has never been fully decided, and is a very difficult
one to decide. In the first place, it is only the
large companies which send their gold direct to the
Blint, and it i8 said that they get thereby a some-
what higher return than they used to get from the
hanks. Taking, however, the general price of gold,
there is nothing to show that it is higher now than
before the Mint was established, but it seems to be
admitted that there is an incidental gain to com-
panies having to deal with o large quantity of gold.
Experience in years gone by showed that there was
no loss on seuding gold from Victoria to the Sydney
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Mint, but where there is practically no cost of car-
ringe, and no other charges such as insarance, there
is said to be a small margin in favor of the Mint
prices. The Deputy Master of the Melbourne Mint
contends that the cost of the inatitution is defrayed
in the benefits obtained in the exchanges, but we
confess that on this point the evidence 1s not elear.
At all events, no one now proposes to keep the gold
in the countiy.

Tae MinsTER For Mines (Hon, E. H, Wit-
tenoom): I do.

Tue How. F. T. Ceowper: It is unly one
man’s opinion,

Tne HON.S. H. PARKER: It is not a ques-
tion of whether it is one man’s epinion; we
have to analyse the apinion and see whether
there is any foundation for it or amny logic in
it. This writer does not give sc wuch his
opinion as facts, I read this article simply as
an answer to my hon. friend, who said he de-
gired to keep the gold in the country., I read
it to show that if he kept the whole of the
gold in the colony it would be of no value, and
of no uee to the miner or to anyone ¢lse. The
only advantage of having gold is that it has a
reudy sale. Supposing we do keep the gold
in the colony, what is the good of it except as
a civeulating medinm ! What good wounld it
be if we kept it in the Mint or at the Banka?
It would certainly be of no advantage. To
put an extreme case—and that is the way of
testing whether an argument is good or not—
suppose all the gold were locked up: Would
it not then be rbsolutely valueless ? Should
we not have o lot of gold, but nothing with
which to buy bread and meat? I feel sure I
need say nothing more to show the fallucy of
my hon. frieud’s argument when he says kegp
the gold in the colony. If we want to keep
the gold here, sarely there is no occasion to
dig and delve for it; let it remain where it is,

My hon. friend also said—and I really could

not help smiling when he eaid it—that if we |
had this Mint here it would act as a means of |
retnining people in the colony who owned gold. |
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I suppose if they could not get their gold ont
of the colony they would stop here and watch
it. Exactly what is stated in this article is said
here, when it was suggested in Victoria to put
an export duty of £3 per oz. on gold, it was
thought it would keep the metal in the colony,
but it was soon seen that this would not do for
the minere because they perceived that as the
banks could not export it, it could not be ex-
changed for food and other necessaries. Itia
ahsurd to suppose that the establishment of a
Mint will kecp people in the colony. If
we wish to retain people herc we must make
the colony more henlthy and more attractive.
Let us remove the unhealthy conditions pre-
valent in the cities where the people chicefly
reside.

Tue How, E. H. WITTENOONM :
done with gold ?

Tre Hon, 8. H. PARKER : We must make
the place healthy so that the successful miner
apd the capitalist will settle down among us.
If the Government brought forward a pro-
position to make Perth and its suburbs more
healthy and atiractive, Ishould do my ntmost
to support it. What is the first thing to do to
bring this nbout ?  Ie it not to remove the
preseut insamtory condition of things. T will
suggest to my hon, friend if he desires to re-
tain the peoplo that he should take steps to in-
duce the Government to at once begin a
system of underground drainage.

Ter How, E. H. WirrENoom : Is the hon.
gentleman in order ?

Tae Hon, 8. H. PAREER: 1 think so. I
am only deuling with your argument ns to
keeping people in the colony.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton) :
I think the hobp. member is in order.
replying to you.

THE How. & H. PARKER: I will not pur-
sue the subject further. What I desire to
point out is that the establishment of a Mint
will in no way induce people to settle in
Western Australia, but on the other hand if
the Government do desire to see successful
miners and others become permanent settlers,
there is & simple and ensy means of bringing
it about, and that is by making our city more
attractive and healthy. Then my hon. friend
gaid the Mint would bea grand advertise-
ment, bat he did not tell us bow it wonld
ndvertise us. The advertisements we require
are those in London and Paris, for I do not
know that many other Continental capitals
know much about us. Even in these cities I

Is not that

He is
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doubt whether one parson in ten thonsand of
the general public will ever hear that we have
catablished n Mint. At the present time it is
hardly known in London that Victoria and
New South Wales each possess a Mint. So
far a8 Western Australia isconcerned, perhaps
the people, having lenrnt something about
Ceolgnrdie, have been induced te turn their
attention slightly to Western Australin, but
from my own experience—the expericnce of
five yeara ngo—the avernge person in London
does not know Western Australia from South
Anstralia, Victorin or Qucensland. They
know Aunsiralin, and, possibly, when in con-
versing with a person you said you came from
Perth, you would be met with the answer,
“ Oh, that is in Queonsland,” or something to
that effect. Again nnother person would
ask you whether you know his friend
Brown. You ask where he is, and are told,
“In Sydney.” When you reply Lhat Sydney
is two or three thonsand miles from Perth,
your fricnd seems somewhat surprised. I
venture to repoat what [ anid before, that I do
not believe one person in ten thousand kmows
there is a Mint in Victoria or New South
Wales cven at the present day, and if we
establish n. Mint here there will be the same
result,

Tur MivisTer ror Minves (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : 1t is hecnuse they keep the gold
in the colony that people outside do not hear
of them,

T'ue Hown. 8, H. PARKER: The only way -

this Mint can ndvertise the colony is from the
faot that sovereigns going abroad will be
stamped with the deasign of the colony ; but if
my hon. friend’s argument be correct, that the
Mint will keep nll tha gold in the colony, there
will he no sovereigns to go abroad to advertise
us with. T will ask hon. membere who handle
govereigns whether they take any notice of
where they arc minted. I have had two
sovercigns in my pocket for some time, and T
do not know where they were minted, As
leng as T can get a soveraigm, it does not
matter to me which Mint it comes from. 1
venture to say it will be no advertisement to
the colony. 'The advertisement we require is
to have some of our companies paying divi-
dends. When the investing pnblic see thia
they will be induced to buy shares, but the
establishmont. of a Mint will not induce a single
person to purchase a share. Companies such
as the Great Boulder and Bayley’s, which

18 Jury, 1895.]

!

pay dividends, are what we require as an -
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advertisement. T venture to think that those
who do consider the question will say, how
foollah are the people of Weslern Australia
when they are going to the expense of thou-
sands of pounds to e:tablish a Mint, simply
because they will not be outdope by Victoria
and New South Wales! My hon. friend said
it would raise the price of shares
Tee MiviaTER For Mines (Hom. E. H,
Wittenoom) : I said it would help to do it.
Tae Hon. 8, H. PARKER: If it will help
to inflate them beyond what they nre worth it
will have o bad effect. What we desire to sce
in the intercsts of the colony ia that the shares
ghall keep at a fair value, and give a fair re-
turn on the investmenmt. T think it is the
bounden duty of this Council to see that no
money is unnecessarily wasted. The hon.
gentleman who introduced this Bill said tha$
it bad passed through the Lower Honse with-
out amendmeni, or without a division being
taken. No doubt when a Bill is debated in
the other Honse and n close division talkes
place, it strengthens the hands of this House
if it. desires to throw the measure out; but, on
the other hand, becnuse the other Howse dees
not debate it, it does not follow that wa shall
pass it if we think it is in the interests of the
community to reject it. In the nther colonies
we have acen Lower Houses pass Railwny Bills
almost unznimeusly, and the Upper Homses
thruw them out because tliey have come to the
conclugion that they are not wanted for the
benefit of the commnupity. [ think it is one
of our duties—in fact it is our peculiar pro-
vince—to look into matters such as this, and
to see that no great public work is initinted
uuless it is for the bencfit of the community
generally. My hon. friend told us that the
estimated cost of the building was £8,000.
FWill the hon. gentleman tell us whether that
is his estimate, or the estimate of the Works
Depavtment ?
Tue MinieTer For Mines (Hon, E. H.
Wittenoom) : I will reply to you presently.
Tue Hon. 8. H. PARKER: T only wanted
to know, because I am argning the matter;
still, if the hon. gentleman docs not wish to
answer, [ will not pressit. He has told us
that this £8,000 does not include the value of
the land, He said the Government have
plenty of land. I ¥mow we have been looking
abou t for several years to find land for House
of Parlinment, a Supreme Court, and other
buildings, and it has been found that there ia
a great absence of land. 1 regret to any that
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this is the cage, and T am sorry thet the per-
sons who laid out the city neglected to reserve
sufficient arens for public purposes. The
Government will find that they will have to
invest a considerable sum for the purchase of
tand. My hon. friend says the cost of the
bunilding will be .£8,000. If that iz only the
estimate of the Government, my experience
tells me that the real amount, when the
matter comes into the Public Works Depart-
ment, will be about three times that sum. If
this is the estimnte of the unprofessional
gentlemen who form the Cabinet, I know it
will be comsiderably exceeded.

Tue MivisTer ror Mings (Hon. E,
H. Wittenoom): Perhaps you are judging
from last year's Ministry.

How. S. H. PARKER: That is quite true.
T believe the majority in the Ministry are the
same. If we take the additions to the Hos-
pital, which is a comparatively small work, I
believe the cost amouuts to over £8,000.

Tur Mivisrer rok Mines (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : That has pothing to do with
the Mint,

Tue Hon. 8. H. PARKER: It will be
worse when you come tobuild a Mint, because
the first object of the Public Works Depart-
ment will be to erect a monument to them-
selves. There was a swall addition recently
to & building known as the Courthonse and
Post, Office, Albany. It was & very neat and
plain building, and when it was added to one
would have thought they would have adopted
the same style. Imstead of this, they put
up a building of a totally distinct character,
which makes the old building look like a barn
or a stable. The new bmlding provides little
accommodation. It has a spival stone stair-
case when a jarrah one would have done, and
projections at the corners.

Tae MinisTee For Mines (Hen. E. H.
Wittenoom): Is the hon. member in order in
criticiaing all the buildings of the country ?

Tae Hon.'S. H. PARKER: I am giving
reasons why I do not take these figures to he
anything like the correct cost of building the
Mint.

Tae MivisTer FoR Mmwes (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): Who said it was the estimate
of the Works Department ?

TaeHon. S, H. PARKER : Idid not. Iasked
the hon. gentleman whether it wus, and he
refused to answer. If he will only listen he
will see that [ am only arguing by anology to
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chow that this £8,000 is nothing like what
the cost will be. -

Tue Mivisten ror Mmves (Hon E. H.
Wittenoom) : You said it was the Works
Department estimate.

Tae How, 8. H, PAREER: I AQid not say
§0. J asked you, and you would not
unawer.

I've MinisTER For Miwnes (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : You wust not misquote me, T
[ did not say it wus the Works Department
estimate. I only want to put the hon.
gentlewean right.

Tre Hon. 8. H. PARKER: It is slways
delightful to be set straight, especially if you
huve never been wrong. I never said this wus
an estimate of the Works Department. I said
it was an estimwte of an unprofessional
Miunistey, aund [ pointed out how little we
courld rely upon such estimates when we have
to go to the Works Departiment to construet
the buildings. If it required Sydney stonc
to make the additions to the Albany Couvrt:
house, we shall want something more elabo-
rate to make the Mint at Perth, and by
analogy I say that the cost of the Mint will
be far in excess of the amount it is proposed
to pluce on the Estimntes for it. We shall
probably have to buy lund, and we shall have
an annual loss of £5,000 for yeurs to come.
Bearing in mind that we want new Parliament
Ilouses, which are far more necessary than o
Mint, and proper Cowrthouses, I say we
should not agree te this Bill, which will not
he for the benchit of the cormmunity generally.
I therefore move, asan amendment, that it
be read a second time this day s=ix
months.

Amendment not seconded.

Original question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill was then considered in Committee,

agreed o without amendment, and reported.

AGERT-GENERAL BILL. s
Thie Bill wna received from the Legislative
Assenbly and was read a first time.

JUSTICES APPOINTMENT BILL,
'This Bill was read from the Legislative
Assembly and was read a first time,

SUPPLY BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assemlly and was read a first time.
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The Standing Orders were suspended.
SECOND READING.

Trr MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. F.
H. Wittenoom) : I bave to move thet this Bill
be read a second time. Tt is pecessary for us
to pass this measure to ensble the Govern-
ment to pay the ealaries of officers and others
which ure due at the end of the present
month.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

TN COMMITTEE.

The Bill was considered in committee, agreed

to without amendment, und reported.
THIRD READING.

The Bill was then read a third time and

passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House, ab 6.10 o’clock p.m., adjourned
ontil Wednesday, 24th July, at 4,30 o’clock
p.o.

L egislutive Bssembly,

Tuesday, 28rd July, 1895.

Dyedying Acvoss Success and Parmelia Hanks—
Suppression of Clinese Gambling Dens— fividge
over (Grecenongh River— Reserves for  Noxious
Trades—Coolyurdic-Dundas Teleyraph Line—

Mownt Bliza Park Board—Supply Bilt : third

reading — Justices Appointment Hill ; third
reading—Licensed  Surveyors Dill—Muwicipal
Tustitutions Jill—Message from His FEaxcel-
lency the Administrator; Loan Act 1891, Re-
Appropriation  Bill: first reading — Order
of Business—Customs Duties Repeal Bl ; in
committee—Adjournment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o’clock p.m.
PRAYERS.

DREDGING ACROSS SUCCESS AND
PARMELIA BANKS,

Mr. SOLOMON, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier, whether, in view of the
great inconvenience at present experienced by
vessels taking in timber at Rockingham,
owing to their not being able to load there to
a greater draught than 16ft., the Government
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would undertake to have the passages across
the Success bank.and Parmelia bank dredged
to a depth of 20ft., which wounld avoid the
long and expensive towage which sailing ships
were oblized now to undertake to complete
their loading in Gage Roads. If the present
18ft. channel neross the Success bank were
deepened, it would also greaily Facilitate the
landing of stock at Robb’s Jetty.

Tur PRVMIEK (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied as followe:—The firat cost of channel
20ft. deep, and say 300ft. wide, would be, I am
informed, at least £35,000; but if a depth of
20ft. is necessary for navigation, the chanue)
should be at least 25ft. deep, and the first cost,
on that basis, is estimated to be £80,000. The
firgt cost, however, would be probably buta
very small element in the matter, as Sir John
Coode’s estimate of the least amount that
could be expected to maintain a channel
through each of these banks (in which the
Engineer-in-Chief concurs) would he £8,000
per annum, making £16,000 per annum for the
two; and this, capitalised at 4 per cent., would
be equivalent to a firat cost of £400,000. This
is exclugsive of the cost of the dredgers which
would be required. With one dredge the
25ft. channel would take, 8o I am informed,
ten yenrs.

SUPPRESSION OF CHINESE GAMBLING
DENS.

Mg, SIMPSON, for Mr. James, in ascord-
ance with notice, asked the Premier,—

1. Whether the police had any instructions
to suppress the Chinese gambling dens in
Perth.

2. Whether any, and if so what, instruec-
tions had been given in connection with these
places.

Tag PREMIER (Hon.
replied, as follows :—

1. No serions complaints have been made
to the police respecting Chinese gambling in
Perth, consequently no special inabructions
have been given o the police in regard to the
matter. -

2. No instructions have been issned.

8ir J. Forrest)

BRIDGE OVER GREENOUGH RIVER.

Mg. TRAYLEN, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Public Works what
steps had been taken towards the erection of
the bridge over the Greenough River, near

i Walkawny School, for which the money was



